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be clarified. In regards to the traffic impact fees the details of that bill are still being worked
out, and the Planning Department believes that ag development really is a small portion of
traffic impacts on West Maui or elsewhere. And the Department, we have difficulty seeing why
the ag development is being singled out for traffic impacts when really a lot of the other
developments have probably larger impacts on, on traffic. In regards to building permits, the
Planning Department as we read it believes that the moratorium would effect all farm
structures, even storage buildings or garages for farm vehicles and we question if that’s really
the intent of the moratorium. And if it’s not then, then that language needs to be addressed. In
terms of building within the right-of-way that’s a legitimate concern, there, there is a lot of
uncertainty with where the right-of-ways are going to be out in West Maui. But at the same
time some of the, some of the right-of-ways have already been designated and some of them
will be on public land. Most of the land between Olowalu and, and Maalaea will probably, the
right-of-way will be on public lands. So the concern with building permits affecting the future
right-of-way isn’t that, isn’t that great of a concern with the Planning Department. We
understand the concern it’s just that it’s, it’s not that grave a concern I guess from the
Department’s perspective.

A number of speakers mentioned that there, there is an ongoing process to designate the right-
of-ways and, and that, that should take care of that. The last comment that the Planning
Department had was regarding the length of time and, and right now there’s some language
about updating the West Maui Community Plan and that literally could be years away and that
would be a very long time for a moratorium. Especially if it, if it addressed or if it included
Change in Zonings and community plan amendments. If the, if the Council decides to go down
this road with a moratorium, the Planning Department suggests that you just put a date certain
on there and whether it be one year or two year you could, then it sunsets, you could always
come back and, and revisit that issue. But having something uncertain as to when a community
plan will be adopted, and we don’t know when that would be, it could drag out a number of
years. We, we would suggest again that, that it actually have a definite date. And with that I’d
entertain any questions.

CHAIR BAISA: Thank you very much, Director Hunt. Members, any particular questions or things
you’d like to direct to the Planning Director or would you prefer to wait?

VICE-CHAIR JOHNSON: Wait.
CHAIR BAISA: Bill
COUNCILMEMBER MEDEIROS: Maybe just one question.

CHAIR BAISA: All right. Member Medeiros.

-56 -



PLANNING COMMITTEE
Council of the County of Maui
Lahaina Intermediate School Cafeteria

December 18, 2007

COUNCILMEMBER MEDEIROS: Director Hunt, you spoke about the right-of-way which I'm
assuming most people call tonight the traffic corridor. Is that the same?

MR. HUNT: There’s several right-of-ways under several plans. The bypass is one. The extension of
the bypass is another and then the realignment, what I would call the realignment from
Launiupoko to Maalaea. So in my mind, there’s three and those are broken down in different
phases.

COUNCILMEMBER MEDEIROS: Okay. Thank you. And you’re saying that the language in the bill
may affect the construction of these?

MR. HUNT: We were just trying to give our opinion on whether it is that important to control building
permits with the intent to not preclude future alignments. And it’s, it's important that you
understand that a number of those future alignments have already been designated through
environmental impact statements. A number of the, or a good section of the alignment will be
on public land so it won’t be effected by building permits. So I guess we’re raising the
question and we don’t have the answer, we’re just bringing this to your attention, is it worth the
effort to put a building permit moratorium giving, giving that information that we just provided
you.

COUNCILMEMBER MEDEIROS: Okay. Thank you, Director Hunt for that clarification. Mahalo.

CHAIR BAISA: The Chair would now like to give the remaining Members, and as you can see, we
are a small Committee of five members. And as I said Chair Hokama was excused from the
meeting. Member Molina had to leave and he had notified us previously that he would have to
leave. So that leaves the three of us and I’d like to afford the Members that are here an
opportunity if they’d like to make a little statement before we close the meeting. And I’ll start
with Member Medeiros and leave our Lahaina Representative for the last. Member Medeiros.

COUNCILMEMBER MEDEIROS: Mahalo, Madam Chair. And I too would like to join the public
that came tonight in expressing my appreciation for our Chairwoman Baisa for bringing this to
Lahaina. You know, we were discussing about coming to Lahaina and just concerned about
what time we had to leave Central Maui to get here in time. So certainly, you know, it’s always
good to come back here and some of you know, know that I used to work for the County and 1
was in charge of Public Works here for 20 years in West Maui. And so I know the area well, 1
know how it evolved from 1987 when I came here to when I retired at the end of 2006. So I
did see the changes here and the concerns and the recommendations, suggestions made tonight
are very good in helping us consider all the information that has been presented tonight. And I
think that’s the goal of having a public hearing is not to be judgmental but instead to listen to
everyone’s expression of their thoughts and their what we call in Hawaiian their manao, their
inner feelings. And so I think we have gained that knowledge tonight by listening to all the
testimony. And I express my appreciation to all of you for coming out and, and testifying and
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being apart of the government process that decides, you know, which is something difficult for
us to do. The decision is always difficult because no matter what we decide some people will
be happy and some will not be and there’s no way of pleasing everyone. So we hope by
gaining as much information and then when we go back and we research and study as much as
we can on the issues that we can come to a decision that’s a responsible decision that benefits
the majority of the people. So once again I thank you for coming and those of you that stuck it
out with us until now, you know, we appreciate you being here. And once again I thank our
Staff for being here, I thank Councilmember Johnson for bringing this forward so that we can
discuss it and deliberate on it. And especially thank you to Chair, Chairwoman Baisa for this
public hearing tonight. Mahalo.

CHAIR BAISA: Thank you, Member Medeiros. And now I’d like to ask our Councilmember Johnson
to make her remarks.

VICE-CHAIR JOHNSON: Thank you very much. I know we’re a small but spirited group here
ending up this hearing. But I too want to add my thank you to those of you that came out
because one of the most difficult things when you introduce any piece of legislation and this is
the seventh time that I have introduced moratorium measure of some sort or another is trying to
get a hearing. It does no good and I know that several of the people testified oh there’s a much
greater impact on the hotels. Well we had a hotel moratorium quite a long while ago and that
doesn’t seem to slow anything down. And we had an agriculture moratorium before I got on
the Council and that didn’t seem to slow anything down. But at least now we are having a
hearing so that the measure can be discussed. The most frustrating thing for us as Legislators is
to see the problems, you know the problems, I know the problems, but if you don’t come
together in a forum of discussion and at least try to pull from the public which has the wider
education. If you don’t try to get that meaningful input and that information then we’re just
creating legislation in a vacuum and that is not good because it’s not reflective of what the
community really wants.

I always tell people to be careful what you ask for because many times we have had different
measures that people absolutely demanded, oh we have to pass this, or we have to pass that and
then once it was passed everybody was very sad that it passed. Even some people were upset
that the ag bill actually passed because it automatically zoned all these lands. One of the most
important things though is the process and the dialogue. And we will tighten up language in the
bill, there is a separate track for those of you that understand zoning, this is a bill on land that is
zoned agriculture. What it would not prohibit, and that’s what we have to work on is if
someone came forward with let's say a 201H project which is permitted under State law. That
has a separate hearing process, I have even through I believe it was Maui Preparatory Academy,
the hospital, none of those things would be impacted because the zoning right now is going
through a separate track. That is not the purpose and intent. One of the most critical things that
I think we are facing here in West Maui is ...(end of tape, start4B at 8:30p.m.). ..
understanding where we are going with development. It’s an illusion that the Council has been
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in control of development for years. The government for the most part has had little or nothing
to do with the control of development. It has been time and time again we are forced to react to
development because the developers have been in the driver seat. We have not had an adequate
opportunity to plan because we don’t have that luxury of time. It’s one application after
another, continuous hearings and I’m not saying that all of the developments are bad
developments, some of them are very excellent. I have even introduced amendments myself
for things that I really felt were important for the community.

But what we, I believe need to do is take a leadership role in allowing planning to actually
occur instead of simply reacting to development. So for me I think that at this point the
dialogue is the meaningful part of this conversation. I also believe that there are critical areas
which I’ve heard loud and clear from the community, particularly in the Honolua area we really
have to be very careful about thinking where we go with development. If we can compress our
infrastructure into some of the existing areas that we have, that’s great. But like everyone else,
one day our, our ocean will eventually erode portions of our existing highway. It’s to the point
where it will no longer be a corridor that we can utilize. So before that happens I seriously
would like you to think about what are our opportunities are now. When there is not a house
built, I would not want to have what happened on Ikena Street happen again. It’s not fair to
take someone’s home and put a highway through the middle of it. And it’s not fair for someone
to have a highway built where they’ve, they’ve built their dream home and all of a sudden
because there’s a burial or there’s an environmental issue and we can’t go through a particular
area we have to relocate that road. Where will we put the road if there’s a house? So for me
those are the issues, that’s why this is really important to me and I look forward to receiving
your written testimony and constructive suggestions as to how we may improve this measure
and how we may make it better so that it serves the majority of people in our community and it
really serves the best interests of our entire island. Thank you.

CHAIR BAISA: Thank you, Member Johnson. I’d like to just make a couple of closing remarks. I
would like to thank the audience and everyone who came to testify. I am very pleased with the
way we conducted ourselves tonight. I felt that it was a very, the ambience was good.
Everybody was respectful, everybody was courteous and everybody listened to everybody and
it’s okay. You know, we all are not cookie cutters, we all have our own experience, we all have
our own ideas, our own feelings. And I think what is really important is that we can do thisin a
nice way. And I’m very proud of you tonight and I wanted you to know that, I wanted to thank
you very much. You know, when we come into a community that is not our community--1 am
not from Lahaina. I've lived on Maui all my life but I’ve always been Upcountry, and so when
I come to Lahaina, [ am a stranger in a city that, you know, I’m not from. And I really, really
appreciate the welcome we’ve had, and your courtesy and respect for us. Thank you very
much.

I also would like to thank the Staff. You know, this is just a few days before Christmas, and
they indulged me when I said I wanted to have a meeting tonight. They could have said no.
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We don’t want because it’s almost Christmas and we, we need time off with our families, and to
go shopping, and bake, and do whatever they had to do; but they’re here. And so I would like
to thank all of them very, very much for coming tonight, and for their help. And most of all, I'd
like to wish all of you a very happy holidays.

And I’d like to ask the Committee Members, the Chair’s recommendation is--based on what we
heard tonight and the great amount of work that we have to do on this bill before we do any
more--Chair would like to defer this issue.

COUNCIL MEMBERS VOICED NO OBJECTIONS. (PRESENT: BAISA, JOHNSON,
AND MEDEIROS)

ACTION: DEFER.
CHAIR BAISA: Thank you very much, Members; and, therefore, the meeting is adjourned.

.. (gavel) . ..
ADJOURN: 8:37 p.m.

APPROVED BY:

¢ ;1:, : &@&/
}}LAﬁYS C. BAISA Chair
Planning Committee

pomin:(71218 Transcribed by: Daniel K. Schoenbeck
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